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Joseph Baretti.
[A.D. 1755.
Table of the Variations at the most remarkable Cities in Etirofe, from the year .1660 to i68o.f To diffuse it more extensively, it was accompanied with an Italian translation on the opposite page, which it is supposed was the work of Signer Baretti1, an Italian of considerable literature, who having come to England a few years before, had been employed in the capacity both of a language-master and an authour, and formed an intimacy with Dr. Johnson. This pamphlet Johnson presented to the Bodleian Library3. On a blank leaf of it is pasted a paragraph cut out of a news-paper, containing an account of the death and character of Williams, plainly written by Johnson3.
In July this year he had formed some scheme of mental improvement, the particular purpose of which does not appear. But we find in his Prayers and Meditations, p. 35, a prayer entitled ' On the Study of Philosophy, as an Instrument of
1 Joseph Baretti, a native of Piedmont, came to England in 1750 (see Preface to his Account of Italy, p. ix). He died in May, 1789. In his Journey from London to Genoa (ii. 276), he says that his father was one of the two architects of the King.of Sardinia. Shortly after his death a writer in the Gent. Mag. (lix. 469, 570), who was believed to be Vincent, Dean of Westminster, thus wrote of him:—• 'Though his severity had created him enemies, his talents, conversation, and integrity had conciliated the regard of many valuable friends and acquaintance. His manners were apparently rough, but not unsocial. His integrity was in every period of his distresses constant and unimpeached. His wants he never made known but in the last extremity. He and Johnson had been friends in distress. One evening, when they had agreed to go to the tavern, a foreigner in the streets, by a specious tale of distress, emptied the Doctor's purse of the last half-guinea it contained. When the reckoning came,
what was his surprise upon his recollecting that his purse was totally exhausted. Baretti had fortunately enough to answer the demand, and has often declared that it was impossible for him not to reverence a man, who could give away all that he was worth, without recollecting his own distress.' Seejfo.w', Oct. 20, 1769.
2  See note by Mr. Warton, ante, p. 275.   BOSWELL.
3  'On   Saturday  the   I2th,  about twelve at night, died Mr. Zachariah Williams, in  his eighty-third year, after an illness of eight months, in full possession of his mental faculties. He has been long known to philosophers and seamen for his  skill  in magnetism,   and   his    proposal   to ascertain the longitude by a peculiar system of the variation of the compass.    He was  a man  of industry indefatigable, of conversation inoffensive, patient of adversity and disease, eminently   sober,    temperate,    and pious ;   and worthy to have  ended life with better fortune.'   BOSWELL.
living;'sing over  me.'     In   his   fine  Latin poem luwfli aeavrAv 'he has left,' says Mr. Murphy (Life, p. 82), ' a picture
